
 

Call for Papers 
 
The Working Group 9.4 of the International Federation for Information 
Processing (IFIP) gathers scholars and practitioners that deal with the 
issue on how ICT affects social development. The theme of the IFIP WG 
9.4 2017 conference is: ICTs for promoting social harmony: Towards a 
sustainable information society. 
 
 A harmonious society is viewed to be a peaceful and balanced 
‘connected whole’ in a transformed social dynamics where there is a 
sustainable exchange of resources and development taking place 
through mutual agreements. As ‘all problems of existence are 
essentially problems of harmony’, the goal of development is apparently 
not only to ensure social harmony, but also to minimize the elements 
that undermine or disrupt the ‘connected whole’. Ideally, the information 
society is seen as a ‘classless and conflictless’ inclusive community, 
which strives to use technologies to diminish structural barriers, 
democratize information, balance between power and dependency, and 
transform human values. However, in reality, it faces several challenges 
of, for example, political and religious extremism, infringement of 
privacy and security, disparity of wealth and social disconnection. As we 
are unavoidably intermingling towards the complex environment of 
information society, we need to critically investigate the ‘social 
construction’ role of information technology especially in the contexts of 
peace and conflict, cooperation, and development of human capital for 
creating a ‘sustainable world’. 
 
To address and emphasise this issue, we however welcome contributions from a wide range of perspectives, 
for example, public administration, entrepreneurship, business administration, information technology for 
development, information management/systems, philosophy, or management amongst other disciplines. 
 
Conference tracks 
We invite those interested in participating to submit to one of the following tracks: 
1. Large Scale and Complex Information Systems 

for Development 
2. Women Empowerment and Gender Justice 
3. Social Mechanisms of ICT-enabled 

Development 
4. The Data Revolution and Sustainable 

Development Goals 
5. Critical Perspectives on ICT and Open 

Innovation for Development 
6. The Contribution of Practice Theories to ICT for 

Development 

7. Agile Development 
8. Indigenous and Local Community Grounded 

ICT Developments 
9. Global Sourcing and Development 
10. Sustainability in ICT4D 
11. Information Systems Development and 

Implementation in Southeast Asia 
12. IPID and Graduate Student Track 
13. ICT4D Project Governance 

 
 

Important dates 
Paper submission: November 15, 2016 

Acceptance notification: January 31, 2017 
Paper resubmission: February 28, 2017 

Conference: May 22-24, 2017 
 
 
Conference co-chairs 
Fathul Wahid 
Universitas Islam Indonesia, Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
  

Julian Bass 
University of Salford, United Kingdom 
 

Johanes Eka Priyatma 
Sanata Dharma University, Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

 
Programme co-chairs 
Jyoti Choudrie 
University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom 
 

M. Sirajul Islam 
Örebro University, Sweden 
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